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NATIONAL CANNERS ASSOCIATION * 
No. 1254 Washington, D. c. October 1, 1949 


Committee Proposes Bulletin 
On Tinplate Recommendations 


Acting with thé approval of the 
N. C. A. Scientific Research Committee, 
a committee under the chairmanship 
of Ralph E. Sanborn of the California 
Packing Corporation has been formed 
to develop a bulletin to present known 
facts on tin-coating requirements. 

Such a bulletin is intended to advise 
the industry concerning coatings for 
the various food containers following 
the revocation of Conservation Order 
M-81. 

In addition to Mr. Sanborn, the com- 
mittee consists of Dr. E. J. Cameron 
of the Association’s Washington Re- 
search Laboratory, B. S. Clark of the 
American Can Co., Dr. J. Russell Esty 
of the N.C.A. Western Branch Labora- 
tory, and A. E. Stevenson of the Con- 
tinental Can Co. 

This committee met in Chicago dur- 
ing the week of September 18. A ma- 
jor part of the time was spent in con- 
ference with industry representatives 
capable of contributing knowledge on 
the subject. The committee and con- 
sultants agreed that the objective of 
the bulletin will be to indicate a con- 
tainer, for each commodity considered, 
adequate from the standpoint of shelf- 
life. In arriving at recommendations, 
prewar shelf-life was considered along 
with other factors of present im- 
portance. 

Resulting from the various confer- 
ences, a draft was drawn for the bul- 
letin on tinplate recommendations, 
This draft will be discussed at a meet- 
ing of the Scientific Research Commit- 
tee on October 25, and later will be 
presented to the Executive Committee. 


Canada Eases Embargo 


Importation of fruit juices into Can- 
ada without regard to quota will be 
permitted beginning today, October 1, 
according to an announcement by the 
Canadian Finance Minister. Quotas 
are being eliminated on juices classi- 
fied under Tariff items 152, 152b, and 
152c. 

Canned fruits and vegetable juices 
remain under import quota. Canned 
vegetables are embargoed completely 
(see INFORMATION Lerrer of April 9, 


page 164). 


Wage-Hour Conferees Still Out 


Conferees on the wage-hour bill, H. R. 5856, met twice 
this week in an effort to reconcile the divergent versions of 
the bill as passed by the House and by the Senate. When 
they recessed on September 29, they announced only that 
their next meeting will be held October 5. 

Points of concern to the canning industry under confer- 
ence consideration are the date on which the 75-cent mini- 
mum wage shall be made effective, the Bates amendment 
relating to fisheries, and whether the Secretary of Agricul- 
ture or Secretary of Labor shall define the “area of produc- 
tion,” which is now narrowly defined. 


Florida Citrus Canners Obtain Temporary Injunction 
Preventing Enforcement of State’s New Citrus Code 


On petition of a group of Florida canners, the Federal District 
Court in Tampa on September 29 issued a temporary restraining 
order enjoining the enforcement of all provisions of the new 
Florida citrus code relating to canners and concentrators. 


The suit was drawn in behalf of 
Florida Fruit Canners, Inc., and 24 
other processors. It challenged the 
legality of the state law under the 
U. S. Constitution and asked injunc- 
tive relief at once from the labeling 
and other requirements, which were 
scheduled to be effective October 1. 

(Please turn fo page 310) 


Pineapple Standards Hearing 
Postponed a Year by FSA 


Pursuant to the application of 
the Pineapple Research Institute 
of Hawaii for a postponement 
of the hearing to consider the 
establishment of standards of 
identity, quality and fill of con- 
tainer for canned pineapple and 
canned pineapple juice, the Fed- 
eral Security Administrator has 
ordered that the hearing sched- 
uled for October 17, 1949, be 
until October 16, 


The formal notice of post- 
nement was published in the 
— Register of September 


N. C. A. Files Statement 
On Anti-Monopoly Bill 


In a statement which was filed this 
week with the Senate Judiciary sub- 
committee conducting hearings on the 
Celler bill, H. R. 2734, the N.C.A. 
proposed an amendment intended to 
make clear the Congressional intent 
with respect to the term “assets” and 
to ensure that canners will not be sub- 
ject to Federal Trade Commission su- 
pervision of routine, everyday pur- 
chases of stocks of finished goods. 

H. R. 2734 would amend the Clay- 
ton Act to prohibit the acquisition by 
one corporation of the assets of an- 
other where the effect of such acquisi- 
tion may be substantially to lessen 
competition. Already passed by the 
House, the bill is the subject of hear- 
ings by the O’Conor subcommittee of 
the Senate Judiciary Committee. 

The amendment proposed by the 
N. C. A. would stipulate that the term 
“assets” will not include “stock in 
trade, inventories, or other property 

(Please turn to pege 309) 
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STATISTICS 


Canned Baby Food Statistics 


Details of the canned baby food 
supply, stock and shipment situation, 
as reported by the Association’s Divi- 
sion of Statistics, are presented in the 
following table: 


1048 1949 
(thousands of dosena) 
Canner stocks, Jan. 1 40,687 53,782 
Pack, Jan. through Aug 72,806 74,500 
Total 128,282 
Canner stocks, Sept. 11 39,000 45,004 
Canner shipments, Aug...... 11,010 11,107 
Canner shipments, Jan. 
through Au.... 83,583 83,188 


1949 Pack of Apricots 


The 1949 pack of canned apricots 
was 2,628,992 actual cases as compared 
with 5,010,675 actual cases in 1948, 
according to the Association’s Divi- 
sion of Statistics. 

Stocks and shipments of canned 
apricots as of September 1 also have 
been compiled by the Division. 


1948 1949 
(actual cases) 
33,427 420, 113 
Washington 35, 
J 1% 10.647 
5,010,675 2,628,902 


alncludes small amount pecked in Colorado. 


Canned Apricot Supply, Stocks and Shipments 
1948-49 1049-50 
(casea—basia 24 


Carryover, June 1 706,000 1, 522,000 
4,767,000 2,375,000 
Total supply. .... 3, 897,000 
Stocks, Sept. 1 4,000 2,638,000 
Shipments, June i ‘wo Sept. 1 i. 23. 000 1,259,000 


1949 Sweet Cherry Pack 


The 1949 pack of sweet cherries 
amounted to 1,995,721 actual cases as 
compared with 951,947 actual cases 
in 1948, the Association’s Division of 
Statistics reports. 

Stocks and shipments of canned 
sweet cherries as of September 1 also 
have been compiled by the Division. 


1948 1949 
(actual cases) 

Michigan 31,536 99.024 
17,113 21,100 
406,044 
502,010 677,038 
RS 257, 652 785,051 
Other states 13,080 7,404 
Total 8,688,988 
Sweet Cherry Supply, Stocks and Shipments 
1948-49 1949-50 
(cee base 24 /2)4's) 
Carryover, June 1 . 28,000 65, 000 
862,000 1,743,000 
Stocks, Sept. 1. 483,000 1,180,000 
Shipments, June to ‘Bept. 1. 379, 000 563,000 


BLS Consumer Price index 


Price indexes for foods and other 
principal cost-of-living items as of 
August 15 were reported by the Bu- 
reau of Labor Statistics as follows: 


BLS Consumer Price index 


(1985-39 = 100) 

July 16 Aug. 16 

1949 1949 

Fresh meats, poultry and fish 236.0 239.5 
Dried fruits and vegetables .. 228.1 229.6 
Fresh fruits and 2 221.2 211.4 
Beverages . 208.2 208.8 
All foods. 201.7 202.6 
All fruits and venetables 210.2 201.9 
Dairy products 182.2 184.9 
Sugar and sweets 176.2 176.5 
Cereals and bakery products... 169.6 160.4 
All cost of living items 168.5 168.8 
Canned fruits and — 1864.2 149.7 
Fats and oils 141.0 144.0 


August Canned Meat Pack 


The pack of canned meat processed 
in “official establishments” during Au- 
gust, 1949, as reported by the U. 8. 
Department of Agriculture, is shown 
below: 

Canned Meat and Meat Products Packed by 

Official Establishments, August 1949 * 


3 we. Under 
and over 3ibs. Total 
. (in thousand pounds) 

Luncheon meat . 18,276 10,411 28,687 
Canned hams.......... 5,936 204 0, 140 
Corned beef......... 3,605 4,181 
Chile con carne... 270 6,020 6,200 
Vienna sausage........ 330 5.410 5,749 
Tamales....... 21 2,280 2,310 
2,828 2,852 
2,608 25,160 27,777 
Total all products... 27,961 56,036 83,987 


*Columns do not add to totals shown in all 
cases since rounded figures are used. 


Poultry Canned in August 


The quantity of poultry canned or 
used in canning during August totaled 
11,606,000 pounds, about one percent 
more than the 11,502,000 pounds used 
in August a year ago, the Bureau of 
Agricultural Economics reports. 


STANDARDS 


PMA Grades for Citrus 


United States standards for grades 
for fresh oranges and fresh grape- 
fruit which the Production and Mar- 
keting Administration, USDA, pro- 
poses to issue to supersede standards 
currently in effect are published in 
the Federal Register of September 29. 
The standards are proposed to become 
effective during November, 1949, the 
notices state. 


January 24-27 


Jan. 
Jan. 
Jan, 24-27—Sales 
Jan. 26—Meetings of N. 
istrative Council 


22—N.F.B.A. registration 


12 Guard Banquet 
n 


= 27—Machinery Exhibit opens 


Program details for the 1950 Conventions are still 
being arranged by the three sponsoring associations. 


National Food Sales Conference 
(Jointly sponsored by N.C.A. and N. F. B. A.) 


23—N.F.B.A. business meetings 
buyers, sellers 
Committees and Admin- 


— 27—Meetings of N. C. A. Board of Directors 


THE 1950 CONVENTION 


(Details Announced to Date; Subject to Revision) 


As they are finalized, they will be announced and added 
to this schedule of principal events. 


Food Congress on Production 


(Jointly sponsored by N.C.A. and C. M. 8. A.) 
Jan. 28-30— Canning Machinery and Supplies Exhibit 
Jan. 28—Opening General Session, N.C.A. 
Jan. 28—C.M.&8.A. Dinner Dance 
Jan. 29—Closing General Session, N.C.A. 


January 28-31 


Jan. 29—Old Guard Dinner 
Jan. 29— Fred Waring Show 
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MEETINGS 


N.C.A. at Texas Meeting 


The season of annual meetings of 
state and regional canners associations 
began this weekend with the conven- 
tion of the Texas Canners Association 
at San Antonio. 

Henry P. Taylor, Vice President of 
N.C.A., was a principal speaker at the 
Texas meeting. 


Northwest Branch of N. C. A. 


The Advisory Board to the North- 
west Branch, National Canners Asso- 
ciation, is scheduled to meet at the 
same time and place as the 36th an- 
nual convention of the Association of 
Pacific Fisheries: November 16 at the 
Hotel del Coronado, Coronado, Calif. 


Quartermaster Association 


The Quartermaster Association, 
whose purpose is to foster and pro- 
mote a spirit of cooperation and 
friendly exchange of ideas among offi- 
cers of the military establishment and 
representatives of industry, wil! hold 
its national convention at Camp Lee, 
Va., October 6-7. 

R. B. Heiney, Assistant to the Sec- 
retary, will attend and represent the 
N. C. A. 

The program calls for addresses on 
such subjects as industrial mobiliza- 
tion, calculation of requirements, and 
the current procurement set-up. 


PERSONNEL 


Continental Research Manager 


Curtis E. Maier, formerly assistant 
to the vice president in charge of re- 
search and engineering, Continental 
Can Company, has been named general 
manager of research, replacing Allen 
L. Malone, who is retiring. 

Mr. Maier has been a member of 
the Continental organization since 
1937. He was manager of the manu- 
facturing division research depart- 
ment for six years, afterward becom- 
ing director of the container research 
division. He is the author of a num- 
ber of technical papers on food con- 
tainers and packaging. 

Mr. Malone joined Continental in 
1923 as assistant to the vice president 
in charge of manufacture, and in 1941 


became general manager of research. 
Mr. Malone's contribution to the prog- 
ress of technological research in the 
canning industry has been widely rec- 
ognized in food technology fields gen- 
erally. His spirit of cooperation in 
the mutual problems involving the 
laboratories of the National Canners 
Association was demonstrated fre- 
quently during his tenure as general 
manager of Continental’s research. 


Commanding Oakland Office 


Col. F. M. Fogle has assumed com- 
mand of the Western Branch, Chicago 
Quartermaster Purchasing Office, suc- 
ceeding Lt. Col. William F. Durbin, 
who has been assigned as deputy to 
the commanding officer. 


Col. Barksdale Reassigned 


Col. W. E. Barksdale has concluded 
a three-year tour of duty as Chief of 
the Subsistence Branch, Office of the 
Quartermaster General, and has been 
assigned to the Industrial College of 
the Armed Forces. He was succeeded 
by Col. Clifford C. Wagner. 


New Association Members 


The following firms have been ad- 
mitted into membership in the Asso- 
ciation since August 20, 1949: 

Beach Packing Co., 3302 Smith Tower, 

Seattle 4, Wash. 

Berman Packing Co., Seldovia, Alaska 


Fishermen’s Co-operative Association, 
Pier 55, Seattle, Wash. 


Fox Sea Foods Co., P. O. Box 572, 
Sitka, Alaska 


Tex-Plains Canning Co., 1510 3rd St., 
Lubbock, Texas 


SUPPLIES 
Sugar Consumption 


An increase from 7,250,000 to 7,- 
500,000 short tons, raw value, in the 
determination of sugar consumption 
requirements for the continental 
United States for the calendar year 
1949 has been announced by the U. 8. 
Department of Agriculture. 


Distribution during January-Au- 
gust was approximately 165,000 tons 
greater than during the same period 
in 1948. Distribution during 1948 
totaled 7,843,000 tons, USDA said. 


CONGRESS 


Marketing Orders 


The Holland bill, S. 1464, to author- 
ize the issuance of marketing orders 
for citrus for canning, came up in its 
turn on the call of the calendar in the 
Senate on September 27, but its con- 
sideration under the Senate’s unani- 
mous consent agreement was blocked, 
and the bill was passed over. S. 1464 
remains on the Senate calendar and 
will be subject to consideration when 
reached on succeeding calls of the cal- 
endar. Since it was reported on May 
19, S. 1464 has been passed over three 


Statement on Anti-Monopoly Bill 
(Concluded trom page 307) 


held by a corporation primarily for 
sale to customers in the ordinary 
course of its trade or business.” 


The N. C. A. statement, said, in part: 
“In the commercial processing of 
canned vegetables, fruits and fish, it 
often pappens that for reasons wholly 
beyond the control of the canner there 
is a pack failure. This may occur as 
a result of drought, insect infestation; 
failure of the fish run, or for a num- 
ber of other natural factors causing 
crop failures. In these circumstances 
the packer with established outlets 
and customers whom he has — 
over a period of years finds it essential 
to secure a supply of from com- 
peting packers. Obviously, it is the 
smaller concern, rather than the 
larger, which finds it to pur- 
chase in this fashion. For the larger 
company may have factories in several 
canning areas and thereby secure pro- 
tection. The packer with a cannery 
in only one area may, and often does, 
find himself with virtually no produc- 
tion in a particular season. If a 
packer in such a situation is to sur- 
vive, he must obtain goods from other 
kers to fill the orders of his regu- 

ar customers. 


„H. R. 2734 as it passed the House 
would apply to the acquisition by one 
corporation of ‘any part of the assets’ 
of another corporation ‘where in any 
line of commerce in any section of the 
country, the effect of such acquisition 
may be substantially to lessen com 
tition or to tend to create a mono ily’ 
in the opinion of the Federal Tre e 
Commission or of whatever other 
body had jurisdiction. Although there 
is some indication in the history of 
this bill that acquisitions of inven- 
tories or stocks in trade are not in- 
tended to be covered, the canner or 
other small businessman has no assur- 
ance from the terms of the bill that he 
will not run afoul of the federal au- 
thorities when he makes a routine pur- 
chase of finished from a com- 
petitor.“ 
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PROCUREMENT 


USDA Buys Canned Tomatoes 


Purchase of 639,250 cases of canned 
tomatoes for the National School 
Lunch Program was announced by the 
U. S. Department of Agriculture on 
September 26. 


USDA said that 130,950 cases of 
No. 10 cans at prices ranging from 
$2.64 to $2.90 per case and 250,800 
cases of No. 2% cans at prices rang- 
ing from $2.95 to $3.12 per case were 
purchased in western states. A total 
of 218,700 cases of No. 10’s ranging 
from $2.967 to $3.00 per case, 4,800 
cases of No. 2%'s at $3.28 per case, 
and 8,500 cases of No. 2’s at $2.30 per 
case were purchased in eastern states. 
The remainder, 25,500 cases of No. 2’s 
at prices ranging from $2.25 to $2.30 
per case, were purchased in the Ozark 
area. All prices are f.o.b. exclusive of 
cash discounts. 


Invitations for Bids 


Branch). 


ant — 
‘Administration Building, W 
25, D. C. Act 
The Walsh- — Public Contracts 
all med alter date 
TA. total value of a con- 
is $10,000 or over. 
"The QMC has invited sealed bids to furnish 
the following: 
— 


cans, .o. b. destination, 
under Bid No. QM-11-188-50-186 by Oct. 


Misc. Sussistence—Quantities of beef 
lon, cream of mushroom, tomato, vegetable, and 
vegetable-beef soups in No. 1 cans; 188 No. 
10 cans of tomato paste (Fancy) ; and 120 No. 
2 cans of beef tongue, all f.0.b. destination. 
Bids due at Oakland . Bid No. QM-04-493- 
60-57 by Oct. 10. 

Pickias—6,185 dosen No. 10 cans of dill 
—.— and 1,211 dosen No. 10 cans of sweet 

f.o.b. origin. Bids due at Chicago un- 
No. QM-11-183-60-199 by Oct. 17. 
Canneo Corn (Extra Standard)—141,786 
No. 10 and 19,466 dozen No. 2 apne, 
whole grain, white or golden, f. o. b. 
tion. Bids due at Chicago under Bid No. QM. 
11-188-60-194 by Oct. 18. 
CANNED Coax {Buse Standard) —5,752 dozen 


No. 2 cans, golden 
whole grain, toe origin. Bids due at Chicago 
under Bid No. QM-11-183-50-195 by Oct. 18. 

Cannep Fs (Choice)—55,554 dozen No. 2 
cans, L.. b. destination, Bids due at Oakla 
under Bid No, QM-04-493-60-54 by Oct. 19. 

The Veterans yy has invited 
sealed bids to furnish the fol 

Gamen Beans Standard)- 
6,000 dozen No, 10 cans, 4%-inch cut, round or 
flat, f. o. b. due under Invita- 

tion No. 76-8 by Oct 

(Chote 1,800 one-gal- 
lon jars, f.0.b. destina oo due under 
Invitation No. 78-8 by Oct. 8. 


CANNED APPLESA (Fancy) and Arras 
Butrer—1,500 dozen No. 10 cans of a angie 
cones and 876 dosen No, 10 cans of apple 

f.0.b, destination. Bids ‘due under Invita- 


tion Na 78 by Oct. 18. 

CANNED FisH—12,000 dozen one-pound talls 
or one-pound ovals, canned sardines, Type II C 
or Type VI A; and quantities of canned salmon, 


.o. b. destination. ids due under Invitation 
No. 81-8 by Oct. 


10 cans, f.0.b. destination. Bids due under 
Invitation No. 82-8 by Oct. 21. 

Fancy) 


No. cans, f. 0. b. tination. 
29 tation No. 83-8 by Oct. 21. 


Florida Citrus Law 
(Concluded from page 307) 


The new Florida citrus law places 
the output of canners and other proc- 
essors under the jurisdiction of the 
Florida Citrus Commission, includes 
many restrictions and requirements, 
and imposes a compulsory inspection 
tax of one-half cent per case on all 
processed products. 

The bill of complaints filed by the 
canners contended that the Florida 
Citrus Commission, a state agency 
whose members are appointed by the 
Governor, has no authority to enforce 
any type of control on processed citrus 
products moving in interstate com- 
merce. 

The next step in this proceeding 
will be a hearing to determine whether 
a preliminary injunction should be 
issued pending a trial of the case. 
Under the applicable Federal statutes, 
a statutory court of three judges must 
be convened to determine whether a 
preliminary injunction is to be entered. 


Whether or not a preliminary in- 
junction is later granted, it is ex- 
pected that this litigation will be car- 
ried through trial to provide a con- 
stitutional test of this new and drastic 
Florida law. 

The text of the Florida Citrus Com- 
mission’s Regulation No. 21, entitled 
“Registration and Use of Labels, 
Canned or Concentrated Citrus Prod- 
ucts,” was published in the INFoRMA- 
TION LetTer of August 27, page 285. 


DEATH 
Ralph E. Payne 


Ralph E. Payne, 75, founder and 
president of the Eau Claire Packing 
Company, Eau Claire, Mich., died on 
September 14 following a heart attack. 

Mr. Payne had been actively con- 
nected with the canning industry for 
over 50 years, having established the 
Owosso Canning Company in 1895 
with his brothers. After World War 
I he made his home in Benton Harbor. 

He was associated with other can- 
ning firms in that area from time to 
time and in 1947 purchased the old 
Eau Claire Cider and Vinegar Com- 
pany. Mr. Payne and his sons, Robert 
A. and Russell F., completed a new 
plant which is regarded as one of the 
most modern canning plants in the 
state. Robert Payne is manager of 
the plant. 


TABLE OF 
PAGE 
307 


ress 
Wage-hour conferees still out 
N. C. A. files statement on . 
— — bill 
Marketing orders 309 


Labeling 

Florida citrus canners obtain tem- 
porary injunction elt 
enforcement of state’s new * 
rus code 


Supplies 
Committee proposes bulletin on 


tinplate recommendations 
Sugar consumption 


— Trade 
Canada eases embargo. . 


Standards 

Pineapple standards hearing post- 
ae a year by FSA 

PMA grades for citrus 

Statistics 

Canned baby food statistics .. 


307 


307 
308 


CONTENTS 

PAGE 
1949 pack of — 2 308 
1949 sweet 308 
BLS consumer price index 308 
August canned meat pack 308 
Poultry canned in August 308 
Convention 
The 1950 Convention......... 308 
Meetings 
N. C. A. at Texas meetin 309 
Northwest branch of N 8. A. 309 
Quartermaster Association 309 
Personnel 
Continental research manager 309 
Commanding Oakland office 309 
Col. Barksdale reassigned __. 309 
New association members . 809 
Procurement 
USDA buys canned tomatoes 310 
Invitations for bids 310 
Death 
Ralph E. Payne 310 


— 
—— 
* 


